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fashion. We went off first to Akaba, and took it
easily. Then we took Tafileh and the Dead Sea:
then Azrak and Deraa, and finally Damascus, all
in successive stages worked out consciously on
these sick-bed theories. The process was to set
up ladders of tribes, giving us a safe and comfort-
able route from our sea-bases (Yenbo, Wejh or
Akaba) to our advanced bases of operation.
These were sometimes three hundred miles away,
a long distance in lands without railways or roads,
but made short for us by an assiduous cultivation
of desert-power, control by camel parties of the
desolate and unmapped wilderness which fills up
all the centre of Arabia, from Mecca to Aleppo
and Bagdad,

In character these operations were more like
naval warfare than ordinary land operations, in
their mobility, their ubiquity, their independence
of bases and communications, their lack of ground
features, of strategic areas, of fixed directions, of
fixed points. "He who commands the sea is at
great liberty, and may take as much or as little
of the war as he will": he who commands the
desert is equally fortunate. Camel raiding-parties,
as self-contained as ships, could cruise without
danger along any part of the enemy's land-frontier,
just out of sight of his posts along the edge of
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